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Chapter 2 

The Netherlands 

When the ferry arrived in Rostock (Germany), a seagull flew over their heads, 

saying that he would accompany them during the next part of their journey. 

Later on they surely wanted to travel through Germany, but now they went to 

the Netherlands directly. Since Várjjalit had been able to rest during the  

crossing, he suggested that Aila and Niilá were going to sit on his back. The 

journey would be going much faster that way. With powerfull wingbeats the 

seagull flew over their heads. 

- What a strange feeling is this, it seems as if the ground is moving 

underneath me, said Várjjalit as they arrived in the Netherlands in the 

province of Groningen.  

- In this area little earthquakes regularly occur, said the seagull. Deep in 

the ground there is natural gas. They take it out of the earth to warm 

houses with it, or to cook on it. When the gas has been taken out, the 

ground  collapses a little. That’s why the earthquakes occur.   

 

 

 

 

 

The seagull flew to Lauwersoog. After he had asked a seal to accompany the 

children, he stayed with some friendly seagulls. 

-  I would like to show you one of the Waddeneilanden. We can go there 

by ferry, but it is ebb now, the water is low. It is possible to go on foot. 

People do this, under the guidance of a guide who knows exactly where 

you find the deep fairways. You have to stay out of them, said the seal. 

It seemed very adventurous to Aila en Niilá to walk to Schiermonnikoog and so 

they did. The seal knew exactly where they had to walk so that they wouldn’t 

http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=kKSPzka0CoZSWM&tbnid=pKMsF02GSLyMjM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.edvanzoonen.nl/grijze_zeehond.htm&ei=ZKV8U_aaBpSYyQP9kYGoCw&bvm=bv.67229260,d.bGQ&psig=AFQjCNHTTlxQchP5Rs5NDCxTWNRj2Lsehg&ust=1400764068323313
http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=6fMfXu5wrk63kM&tbnid=9zor_ECg3qJDxM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.bluemarlin3.nl/laatste_nieuws.php?page=46&ei=waR8U7akNeP1ygOo4oCwDA&bvm=bv.67229260,d.bGQ&psig=AFQjCNFZharVm07pdJcbaQ6qkpdtTEwfOA&ust=1400763968825935


become totally wet. They got wet feet though, and sometimes they stood up to 

their waist in the water, but the sun was shining and fortunately at this time of 

the year the water of the Waddenzee wasn’t that cold. On their way sometimes 

they saw seals laying in the sun on a sandbank. There also were footprints of 

birds in the sand, which were washed away again by little waves. 

Schiermonnikoog was a beautiful island, with broad beaches, dunes and woods 

and a natural reserve with many kinds of birds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aila and Niilá heard that there were dunes and dikes everywhere along the 

shore of the Netherlands. The seal told them that half the Netherlands lie 

below sea-level and that that part would be under water when there wouldn’t 

be dunes and dikes. Aila and Niilá thought this was a strange idea. 

-  Are those dunes and dikes solid enough, asked Niilá. 

- They are inspected very well. Moreover the Dutch took all kinds of 

measures to protect their country even better against the water. When 

you arrive in the province of Zeeland, you can see that very well, said the 

seal.  

After they had promissed to go and look at the seals’ nursery in Pieterburen for 

a moment, they said goodbye to the seal. They watched a movie about seals 

that were taken care of at the nursery, and afterwards were released in the 

sea. After that they went outside, where they saw a nursery for baby seals who 

lost their mothers and for sick seals from abroad. There also was a heap of 

rubbish, like fishing nets and ropes, in which seals had been tangled up. Aila 

and Niilá were glad that there were people looking after the seals. 
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Across the Afsluitdijk, with water on both sides, they went to Amsterdam. They 

thought it better to leave Várjjalit in a meadow (a city is far too busy for 

reindeers). A mouse would accompany them in the town.  

 

Aila and  Niilá thought  Amsterdam to be a beautiful town, with typical old 

houses along the canals and beautiful buildings. It was very busy. What struck 

them most was that there were so many people cycling amongst the trams, 

busses and cars. At home, in Lapland, there were no bicycles and Aila and Niilá 

would love to try to cycle. Fortunately the mouse knew a place where they 

could get hold of some bikes which they were allowed to use for a short while. 

It was not easy to keep balance, but after practising a while in a quiet street, 

they managed to cycle without falling down. 

After they picked up Várjjalit, they went to Leiden. The mouse had told them 

that there was a museum in the shape of a human being: Corpus. You could 

walk trough the human body in a way. 

-  Let’s look at the 3D-movie too. In that you travel through the human 

body with a little blood cell, said Niilá. 
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After they had seen the film and had walked through the whole body, they 

took off for Den Haag. There is a miniature town: Madurodam, in wich 

beautiful buildings and squares from the whole country are copied in 

miniature.  

- Look. There are the houses and the canals that we have seen for real in 

Amsterdam, said Niilá.  

- And we saw that church over there too, said Aila. 

After visiting Madurodam, they said goodbye to the mouse.  

- I don’t go with you any further. A rat will help you, said the mouse. 

- Thank you for caring. You have shown nice things to us, said Aila and 

Niilá. 

Aila and Niilá had left for the south for a while, together with Várjjalit, when 

the rat joined them. It apeared that he was a distant cousin from the rat that 

had accompanied them in Stockholm.  

They went across the Biesbosch, a beautiful natural reserve with many creeks 

and bushes, in which many different animals live like otters, beavers and many 

kinds of birds.  

- As you already have heard from the seal, the Dutch have to protect their 

country very well against the water. Otherwise a larger part of the 

country would flood. That happened in 1953. Much has changed since 

then: the dikes have become higher and stronger and dams have been 

built which close the sea-arms in Zeeland. The most beautiful thing is the 

“stormvloedkering” in the Oosterschelde, said the rat. 

- What is a “stormvloedkering”, asked Aila. 
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- It is a kind of a long dam full of slides to stop the water and preventing it 

from flooding.  Those slides are almost always open, so that the 

seawater can flow in and out and there is low tide and high tide as usual. 

Only when a very heavy storm is expected to come, the slides close and 

the high waves are being stopped by the dam. The advantage is that the 

water stays salt and that the culture of mussels and oysters can keep 

existing, said the rat.  

 

 

 

 

 

Together with the rat and Várjjalit, Aila and Niilá went across the road on top of 

the “stormvloedkering”. They thought is was an impressive building and they 

didn’t speak a word.  

When they reached the end of the road, they saw a big amusement park. They 

wanted to go there immediately, but the rat told them that they would go to 

another park, with many more attractions. All those attractions were based on 

stories from all over the world. There also was a fairy-forest in which the 

fairytales of the Grimm Brothers were represented. All the buildings looked like 

fairy-tales too, as if they had been drawn by Anton Pieck. The name of that 

amusement park was: De Efteling. 

  

 

 

 

 

Because people don’t like to see a rat in the Efteling, the rat said goodbye. 

After Aila and Niilá had taken care of finding a nice spot for Várjjalit, they went 
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in. Soon a sparrow came to them. Amidst the high trees and the beautiful 

plants and flowers, Aila and Niilá walked across the fairy-forest, sat in a little 

boat, in a little train or in a roller coaster and were very excited. How beautiful 

it was here, so many green plants, so many things to experience. But they also 

wanted to see more, so they moved on again.  

Across a lot of nice nature, woods with birds, rabbits and squirrels, meadows 

with horses and cows, and land under cultivation, Aila, Niilá, Várjjalit and the 

sparrow arrived in Posterholt. Here they met a magpie that could tell them 

anything they wanted about the village.  

- I’ll show you a very nice school, the magpie said. I like to come here 

during the breaks, to see the children play outdoors. 

- Why do you like to come here, asked Aila. 

- These children have a playground for sports and one for games were 

they can play different games. They can walk on stilts, play basketball, 

tennis, handball, soccer and a lot more, said the magpie.  

Aila and Niilá were very impressed by what they saw. These children had a lot 

to play with. Aila and Niilá didn’t have that at home, in Lapland. There they 

played especially with the animals. The magpie told them that there were 

about 300 children in this school and that school paid much attention to the 

children playing and working nicely together.  

    

Aila and Niilá thought that that was very important. In Lapland there didn’t live 

any children in their neighbourhood, but if that were the case, they would want 

to play with them in a nice way.  

It was time to travel on. The magpie flew over their heads for a while and 

showed them the way to Belgium. After that, the magpie said goodbye and Aila 

and Niilá, together with Várjjalit, set forth to new adventures.  
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